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Use  cf  this  weekly  series  has  been  cleared  for  time  by  the  Office  of  War  Informa- 
tion over  the  following  radio  stations:     Z-Bar  Network,  Montana,  KRBM,  Bozeman, 
KGIR,  Butte,    KPFA,  Helena,  KFBC,  Cheyenne,  Vfyoming;  KLO ,  Ogden,  and  KDYL,  Salt 
Lake  city,  Utah;  KTAR,  Phoenix,  Arisona;  KOH,  Reno,  and  KENO,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada; 
IvVvG,  Stockton,  KSRO,  Santa  Rosa,  and  KIEM,  Eureka,  Californiaj  KXL,  Portland, 
Oregon;  XIDO,  Boise,  and  KRLC,  Lewiston,  Idaho;  KGA,  S»pokane,  V<ashington. 

District  Representatives  are  urged  to  time  all  scripts  in  advance.    Vfer  -^ood 
Bulletins  from  this  office  are  a  good  source  of  additional  news  items. 

SUBJECT:  BUTTER 

LEm  Lipase  SHIPMi^NTS  FOR  AUGUST 
V;FA  FOOD  STOCKS 

(NOTE:    All  music  directions  are  purely  optional,  but  would  add  finish  to  the 
program. ) 


MUSIC:    UP  AND  Ul^IDER 

ANNOUNCER:      Yfell,  how's  the  butter  and  egg  man  today? 
ODj  a  little  butter,  thank  you... 

ANNCR:     (Sarcastically)    A  little  butter  J... 

OD:  And  what's  the  matter  with  that?.  ..After- all,  that's  the  theme  of  my 

food  nev;s  today. .  .A  little  butter... 

ANNCR:  Y\ihen  it  comes  to  butter,  I  don't  like  that  adjective  "little".. 

Oils.  TJhether  you  like  it  or  not,  that  word  little  stays 

right  there  because  that's^  tutefc  we 're  going  to  have  for  the  re.st 
of  this  year  —  a  little  butter.,. 


ANNCR: 


I  don' t  like  it. ...but  maybe  I'll  like  it  better  if  you  give  us 
all  the  whys  and  wherefores  on  the  blotter  situation. 
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OD: 


uD: 


That's  just  what  I  planned  to  do... you  know. 


,  the 


Vfer  ^'ood  Administration  has  announced  that  manufacturers  will 
not  be  required  to  set  aside  for  the  government  any  of  their 
butter  output  from  October  until  sprix;g... 

Oh.     That  must  mean  that  v;©  civilians  are  going  to  get  all  the 
butter  produced  in  those  months .. .right ? 

Riglit...but  don't  get  your  hopes  up... in  spite  of  that  announcement, 
you  can  expect  our  civilian  supply  of  butter  to  be  just  as  tight 
as  it  was  during  the  last  months  of  1943, 


AMOR: 


0osh, 


,  I'm  not  getting  half  as  much  butter  as  I 


did  before  the  war... 


OD: 


ANNCRi 


You're  getting  more  than  half  —  ..Before  the  war,  if  you  were  an 
average  consumer,  you  got  16.7  pounds  a  year... This  year  the 
average  amount  is  11.9  pounds... 

But  that's  almost  5  pounds  a  year  less  than  what  we  got  before 
the  v/ar... 


OD; 


Umhum. ..but  there's  a  reason. 


ANN  OR  1 


I  suppose ...  it ' s  because  so  much  of  our  butter  has  to  go  overseas, 
isn't  it? 


OD: 


Ihat  isn't  the  whole  story... The  big  reason  is  that  butter  production 
isn't  as  large  as  it  was  in  peacetime .. .For  instance,  production 
this  July  vras  the  lowest  it's  been  in  22  years. 


AMCR: 


OD: 


ANNCRi 


OD: 


AMCRi 


OD: 


ANNCRs 


OD: 
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And  out  of  the  small  amount  there  is  available,  we  still  have  to 
split  our  share  with  the  servicemen  and  allies... 

Yes.,  rand  this  v>/ill  £>ive  you  an  idea  of  hov;  the  supply  is  split... 
Out  of  every  100  pounds  of  butter  made,  we  civilians  get  80  pounds., 
the  armed  forces  get  15  pounds,  and  5  pounds  go  to  the  Russian  Army..-, 
they  use  it  mostly  in  their  hospitals. 

Well  -  if  we  civilians  get  80  pounds  out  of  every  100,  v/e 're  not 
doing  so  bad,  are  we? 

Wo.... that's  what  I've  been  trying  to  tell  you... when  you  know  the 
situation,  there  isn't  anything  to  complain  about... 

Alright ...  I 'm  chastened. . .but  what  about  this  Government  set-aside? 
?fliy  isn't  the  WFA  taking  any  butter  from  October  until  spring? 
During  6  months  out  of  the  year,  the  Government  buys  enough  butter 
for  a  year's  needs.. .and  you  know  that  butter  production  is  seasonal.^ 

I  know  it's  low  in  the  winter  and  fall.. but  that's  because  milk 
production  is  low,  too,  isn't  it? 

Yes... and  when  milk  production  is  high  in  the  spring  and  sunimsr, 

more  butter  is  made.. .so  the  Government  concentrates  its  butter 
buying  in  the  spring  and  summer  months  Aen  butter  production  is 
high. .  • 


AKNCRi 


Now  wait  a  minute. 


y/hy  wouldn't  it  be  better  for 


the  Government  to  buy  just  what  they  need  every  month? 


ODi 


Ah... I've  got  you  on  that  one. 


«     If  Uncle  Sam  bought 


from  month  to  month,  then  our  civilian  supplies  would  be  rather 
high  in  the  summertime,  but  they'd  be  very  low  in  the  fall  and 
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ANi^CR:  1/l'hen  the  production  is  lower... yes,  I  see  how  that  works... the 

way  things  are  ha  idled  now,  the  civilians  have  about  the  same 
amount  of  butter  a].l  the  year  around..-'. 

CD:  Right. '3o,  since  the  period  of  loiA,'  bu-'.ter  production  is  beginning, 

the  gcverrjnent  won't  be  buying  butter  from  October  until    spring. ^-^ 
Incidentally,  butter  production  hits  its  lowest  point  in  November, 
and  theii  gradually  increases  until  it  reaches  a  peak  in  May  or  June. 

T^NNCR:  VJhat  about  this  milk  proposition,  though,  ?  Butter 

production  depends  on  the  milk  supply. ..and  I  remember  you  said 
some  time  ago  that  we  have  more  milk  than  we  did  before  the  war#». 

OD:  And  you  want  to  know  why. ..if  we  have  more  milk,  we  still  produce  less 

butter? 

ANKCR:  That's  what  I  want  to  knov/.  ..the  rest  of  it  I  understand. .  .but. . . 

OD:  Yes,  I  knov;..it  does  seem  a  little  inconsistent  — — 

ANNCR:  Of  course,  I'm  sure  there's  an  important  reason  that  I  haven't 

heard  yet  — 

OD:  Hiore  i^.  ..you  see,  ,  milk  production  is  around  15 

billion  pounds  greater  than  it  was  before  the  war,  but  none  of  this 
increase  is  reflected  in  butter  manufacture. 

ANNCR:  But  why? 

OD:  I'm  coming  to  that... The  increase  in  milk  production  has  gone  into 

larger  sales  of  fluid  milk... more  cheese  is  manufactured  —  more 
evaporated  milk  and  powdered  milk,  and  things  like  that... 


AKNCR ; 


OD.. 


-5- 

But  couldn't  the  government  divert  some  of  this  extra  milk  into 
more  buttai-? 

yt;3o  .hut  they  didn't  vrant  to  do  that  and  here's  the  reason  — - 
sinci  the  v.'ar,  civ_li.-' ns  are  drinkin(;  betv-ser  20  and  25  percent 
more  m:.!'-  than  they  did  before  the  war. 

Oh,  I'm  beginning  to  see  the  light,  now   

Umhum...the  government  food  officials  feel  that  it's  a  very 
important  nutritional  advance  for  civilians  to  be  drinking  more 
milk,  so  they  didn't  want  to  cut  back  the  sales  of  fluid  milk  and 
divert  it  into  butter.... 


ANNCR; 


OD: 


ANNCR! 


OD: 


ANNCR  1 


I  can  seo  the  point  of  that,  too . . .especia lly  since  it  takes  so 
much  milk  to  make  a  pound  of  butter. 

Yes... it  all  depends  on  the  milk,  of  course.. but  it  takes  on  the 
average  of  luO  pounds  of  milk  to  make  6  pounds  of  butter.. 

IfllicwJ .  .and  how  many  quarts  of  milk  in  100  pounds? 

Let  me  see... 8^  pounds  make  a  gallon... so  I  guess  100  pounds  would 
mean  around  47  quarts... 

Pretty  quick  on  the  arithmetic  today. 


OD: 


ANNCR; 


Sure... I  knew  you'd  try  and  trap  me  on  that  one,  so  I  had  it 
all  figured  out  beforehand. 

Anyhow,  no  matter  how  you  slice  it,  100  pounds  of  milk  for  5  pounds 
of  butter  is  an  awful  lot. 


But  now  do  you  understand  how  we  slice  it? 

Yes... and  I  don't  think  v/e  have  anything  to  complain  about... 

After  this,  don't  let  me  hear  any  grousing  from  you  until  you  know 
what  the  deal  is... 

Alright ...  I ' 11  be  good... 

Fine  —  Ihen  I'll  tell  you  all  about  the  food  we  sent  on  Lend-Lecse 
last  month. ..over  557  million  pounds. 

Boy. ..that's  a  lot  of  food. ..but  I  guess  it  wasn't  too  much, 
considering  all  the  people  that  needed  it.... 

50  percent  of  it  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  other  British 
possessions .  .and  41  percent  went  to  i^ussia.. 

That  leaves  9  percent... 

Yes.. and  that  9  percent  v^^as  divided  up  between  Greece,  North  and 
TiTest  Africa,  the  ^Netherlands ,  Poland,  Yugoslavia  and  the  French 
Committee  of  National  Liberation... 

■^nd  what  kind  of  food  was  in  the  shipments? 

35  percent  of  the  total  was  meat  products .. .mostly  cured  and  frozen 
pork,  canned  meat,  and  lard.     18  percent  was  dairy  products,  like 
evaporated  milk,  cheese  and  dried  eggs.    Another  18  percent  was 
grain  products  and  fats  and  oils  accounted  for  15  percent... 

Hey  wait  a  minute .that ' s  enough  peroents  for  one  day... 


OD! 
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Alright . .  4  the  remaining  14  percent  v;as  made  up  of  sugar  and 
fruits  and  vegetables  and  cotton  fiber... and  less  than  1  percent 
v.-as  tobacco. 


AMCR: 


That's  a  mighty  impressive  grocery  list. 


...and  it 


really  feels  good  to  knov;  that  we  in  America  are  able  to  divide 
our  food-power  with  the  people  who  need  it  so  much. 


kUSIC:  IHKRLUDE 


OD; 


And  nov/  I  have  a  few  questions. 


ANNGRi 


OD: 


AMCRi 


Questions  for  me. 


No ...  questions  for  me... 


Alright, 


You  ask  yourself  questions .. .but  be  sure 


you  answer  them,  too. 


OD: 


I'll  try... there  are  so  many  things  people  vmnt  to  know  about 
the  f ood-f ront. ♦ .and  lately  they've  been  worrying  about  the  stocks 
of  food  held  by  the  Vfer  i'ood  Administration. .. they  want  to  know 
how  large  those  stocks  will  be  when  the  war  ends. 


ANNCR; 


That  one  doesn't  sound  like  such  a  cinch  to  me... 


OD! 


AMNCRi 


It  isn't... in  fact,  no  one  can  answer  that  question  until  the  war 
actually  does  end.. but  there  are  a  few  things  that  can  be  said  on  the 
subject. 

OK... I'm  listening. 


OD: 


AMCR; 


-8- 

Vfell,  the  total  donestic  holdings  of  the  hFA  amount  to  around 
2  raillion  tons  of  food.    And  if  you  took  all  that  food  item  by  item, 
I'll  admit  that  some  of  the  present  stocks  v/ould  seem  pretty  big, 
but  others  could  be  liquidated  with  no  difficulty  even  if  the  war 
on  all  fronts  ended  tomorrow. 

"What  people  are  worried  about  is  the  commercial  end  of  it,  isn't 

it?     I  mean  the  problem  of  liquidating  government  food  stocks  without 

any  danger  to  commercial  marketing? 


OD: 


That's  right, 


.    But  when  a  nation  is  at  war,  no  chance 


ANNCR: 


OD: 


ANNCRi 


OD: 


can  be  taken  when  it  comes  to  the  food  supply. . .you 've  heard  it 
said  that  lack  of  food  was  the  undoing  at  Bataan... 

Ye  s . . . 

Well,  that  can't  happen  again... the  government  has  to  be  sure 
there  is  enough  food  to  keep  the  war  going, ..but  since  the  war 
in  Europe  is  sure  to  end  soon,  the  WFA  procurement  operations  • 
have  already  begun  to  change. 

Easing  up? 

Yes... The  Government  demand  for  many  items  can  be  satisfied  on 
the  open  market,  now,  so  there  has  been  a  let-up  on  set-aside 
restrictions.    More  than  50  war  food  orders  out  of  the  112  that  were 
issued  since  December,  1942,  have  been  terminated.. 


ANNCRi 


We  didn't  need  them  anymore,  humn? 


OD: 


AMCR: 
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Nope...and  you've  probably  noticed  that  rationing  has  been  relaxed 
in  many  instances .and  more  items  will  be  removed  from  rationing 
as  the  supply  and  demand  picture  dictates... 

It  sounds  to  me  as  thou^  the  Government  has  the  food  picture 
under  control.... 


OD: 


ANNCR ! 


OD: 


Well,  it  seems  to  be  the  general  consensus  among  the  food 
officials  that  when  the  war  ends,  the  VvFA  food  stocks  will  not  be 
a  threat  to  commercial  marketing. . .but  of  course,  there  may  be  a 
few  exceptions  to  that  statement .. .and  eggs  may  possibly  represent 
one  of  those  exceptions. 

Eggs? 

^es*.. right  now  we  have  around  196  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs... 
that  sounds  like  quite  a  few  eggs,  doesn't  it? 


ANNCR! 


OD: 


ANNCR! 


I'd  hate  to  have  to  worry  about  that  many. 

Naturally,  there  are  any  number  of  things  that  could  happen 
which  would  make  those  eggs  important ...  things  like  demands  from 
liberated  countries .. .more  lend-lease  requirements .. .or  a  longer 
war  in  the  Pacific  than  people  are  counting  on. 

Of  course,  those  eggs  were  bought  for  a  very  good  reason. ..I  remember 
you  said  that  the  shell  eggs  purchased  by  the  \WA  were  not  bought  to 
meet  any  particular  need... like  Lend-Lease,  or  something  like  that. 


OD: 
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Your  memory  is  good. 


.    As  of  July,  1944,  the  WFA 


had  bought  over  5  million  cases  of  eggs . . .  thais  a  little  over  4  percent 

of  the  yearly  egg  consumption  of  "'^merica . .  .and  they  were  purchased 

the  go  ve  r  nme  nt 

expressly  to  support  the  egg  market... the  Congress  had  committed/to 
the  farmers  to  support  the  price  of  commodities  in  which  vmr  increases 
were  needed. .. like  eggs. 


ANNCR! 


¥/hat  use  has  been  made  of  those  eggs  so  far. 


OD: 


ANNCR  i 


OD: 


ANNCR 1 


About  80  percent  of  them  have  been  frozen  whole... 

And  the  rest  of  them  are  still  in  storage  as  shell  eggs? 

Yes... about  a  million  cases  of  shell  egi^^s  are  left.. but  it  seems 
logical  that  most  of  these  will  actually  be  in  demand  here  in  the 
United  States  when  the  end  of  the  egg  season  comes,  and  commercial 
stocks  begin  to  dwindle.     In  fact,  the  government  is  offering  their 
eggs  at  ceiling  prices  on  the  market  right  now... 

And  selling  them? 


OD: 


ANNCR: 


Of  course... and  if  the  present  level  of  food  purchasing  power 
continues,  the  stocks  of  shell  eggs  should  all  be  sold  before  egg 
production  reaches  its  peak  again  next  spring. 

So  everything  is  under  control  on  the  egg  front,  humn? 


OD: 


It  looks  like  it. 


.    And  what's  more,  those  eggs  will  cause 


no  disruption  of  the  market... and  another  thing... the  government 
support  action  has  saved  the  farmers  who  produce  eggs  from  a  loss 
of  around  190  million  dollars.. 


I 


i 


ANNCR: 
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VtlhewJ . . .  190  million. .  .that 's  a  lot  of  money... 


OD: 


Especially  when  you  have  a  chance  of  losing  it... 


ANNCR! 


about  those  other  eggs...  the  frozen  whole  eggs 


ODi 


ANNCR; 


OD: 


that  the  government  holds  in  storage. . .couldn't  they  bo  used  after 
the  war  by  that  relief  agency. . .what 's  the  name  of  it? 

UMRA.?. ..  .United  Nations  Rehabilitation  and  Relief  Administration?... 
Well,  maybe  they  can... we  don't  know  yet.    Iv'e  do  know,  however,  that 
food  production  in  Europe  isn't  in  such  a  disrupted  state  as  v^e 
thought  before  the  invasion. 

^ut  even  so,  ^urope  will  still  need  some  help  from  us. 

'^ure...but  you've  got  to  remember  that  UNRRA  is  a  United  Nations 

organization,  not  just  the  United  States    its  orders  will  be 

divided  among  all  the  countries  who  are  members,  and  who  can  fill 
the  orders... 


ANNCR; 


OD: 


ANNCR: 


Then  America  isn't  the  only  one  who  can  supply  food  after  the  war... 

No,  but  UNRRA  has  set  up  a  fund  of  373  million  dollars  here  in  the 
United  States  for  food  purchases  which  will  include  grains  and  beans, 
peas,  cheese,  canned  meats,  fish  and  milk  products. 

Well,  if  we  have  any  surplus  stocks  of  those  foods,  UNRRA  might 
take  them. . . 


OD: 


Of  course.. but  when  all  is  said  and  done. 


,  the  biggest 


food  market  has  always  been  the  American  family. . . . 


ANNCRi 


OD: 


ANKCR; 


OD: 
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V»hat  about  lend-lease  ?••  .And  our  own  military  food  consumption 
overseas?    The  ^^merican  family  is  a  pretty  small  consumer  compared 
to  those,  isn't  it? 

Oh  no. ..the  -American  civilians  are  getting  75  percent  of  the  total 
food  supply... 

And  only  25  percent  goes  to  the  boys  overseas,  and  all  our  allies? 

That's  the  figure.  They  get  a  fourth,  and  we  civilians  got  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  food. 


ANNCRj 


OD: 


No  wonder  we're  the  best-fed  people  in  the  v;orld. 

Yes.. both  our  military  forces  and  our  civilians  are  the  best-fed 

people  in  the  world  today* .and  what's  more,  we're  better  fed  than  we 
were  before  the  war,  too* 


ANNCR:  How  can  that  be.. with  rationing  and  all  that? 


OD:  Because  more  people  can  afford  to  buy  more  and  better  food  now. 


ANNCR:  Vfell  I'll  be... I  guess  we're  pretty  smart,  humn? 


OD: 


I  guess  Americans  are  pretty  lucky. 


AMCR: 


Yes,  that's  a  much  better  vrord  for  it... but  the  clock  says  it's  time 
to  go,  nov;...So  there  you  have  it,  f  oiks ...  This  week's  report  on 
warfood  activities  from  the  Office  of  Distribution,  V/ar  Food 
Administration,  v^ill  be  back  again  soon  (next  week  at  this  same 
time)  to  give  you  current  nev/s  and  information  on... FOOD  FIGHTS  FOR 
FREEDOM. . .at  home  and  abroad.     This  program  on  America's  wartime  food 
program  is  presented  especially  for  farmers  and  consumers. 


